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'Real' Hawaiians need to act 
By David Hanaloa Helela 
In case you haven't noticed, all of 
the major Hawaiian rights activist 
groups have come out against the 
plebiscite now being organized by 
the Hawaiian Sovereignty Elections 
Council. What that means is the 
chances or its failure have just got· 
ten better. And failure could mean 
civil war! 
AT A recent Hui Na'auao-spon· 
sored forum in Lihue, the heavy hit· 
ters gathered to vent their opposi· 
tion to the vote on 
sovereignty. Hay· 
den Burgess, a 
member of the 
elections council 
who happens to fa· 
vor total indepen• 
dence - like ev· 
ery other panelist 
at this meeting -




should not "count 
instead of weighing the 
I didn't get his utopian logic at all. 
Mililanl Trask claimed the whole af· 
fair is a loser and circulated a flyer 
(which she's also sending to her 
23,000 Ka Lahui members) telling 
everyone to "bum" their balloL Kck· 
uni Blaisdell declared that his orga· 
nization will boycott . the election. 
Another, representing "Bumpy" Kan· 
ahele's organi2ation, · said it was all a 
waste of money that would be better 
spent on education. 
As political developments go, once 
inspired by the fire of change, mo-
mentum alone often achieves what 
the cold water of reality fails to cool 
or put out completely. Sometimes 
one man's frustration is another 
man's revolution. And so goes the 
Hawaiian sovereignty movement. 
TO SAY we ·have a problem is an 
understatement. . I know a lot of 
heads are nodding right now. Yes, 
there it Is again, that ancient malady 
common to the Hawaiian people: 
The 'Alamihi Syndrome. You know, 
the one where Hawaiians are like 
crabs in a bucket that pull down 
anyone who tries to get ahead, or 
out of the damn bucket! But I think 
this dilemma is serious, and real Ha· 
waiians (the silent majority?) need to 
do something quick. 
Lessons of the past are apparently 
lost on these protagonists. It was not 
through revolution that more than 
300 American Indian and Eskimo 
tribes had their sovereignty granted 
by the U.S. government. Yet they 
steer their dangerous course. 
WHETHER THEY know It or 
not, their implacable stand on the 
plebiscite sends all the wrong signals 
that could very well foul up the pro-
cess even if a big enough vote is o~ 
tained. The least or that is a United 
States Congress that will not support 
Jess than a consensus on sovereignty 
for native Hawaiians. The worst is a 
frustrated assembly that turns to a 
war of Independence. Not possible? 
Consider the following: 
These people are confused about 
some· things and, because ·they are 
effective shapers of public _Qplnlon, _ 
that makes them dangerous. First ,: 
they are confused about their identl· 
ty. They are royalists who claim a 
direct lineage to the old chiefs, even 
to Kamehameha himself! 
Yet they'll tell you they're only 
working for the benefit of the com· 
mon people. Makes you wonder 
about what benefits they hope to ac-
crue to themselves. 
SECOND, THEY'RE confused 
about their history . Did you ever 
think that the white man was the 
only culprit In the demise of the Ha· 
waiian nation? The activists would 
like you to believe that. But check it 
out: The chiefs are as guilty of 
greed as their white brothers! 
The conduct of our Hawaiian 
chiefs from first contact with the 
West was not pono (right, balanced). 
Had it been, they would have 
thrown every .available warrior and 
the might of the nation against any 
invasion of their land and way of 
life . Of course the opposite hap· 
pened, and more. ~ 
FINALLY, THESE activists 
flat-out fall to understand the pro ~ 
found feeling that Hawaiians have' 
for American ideals. They believe all 
Hawaiians share their bitterness to-
ward Americans. 
On the contrary. Real Hawaiians 
learned well the lessons of a free so-
ciety and are convinced that the 
American way is best. While many 
of our brothers and sister s today 
may suffer economic, political and 
spiritual shortfalls, we know, never- . 
theless, that our chance for a better . 
future lies In the legal system of ir 
democratic society. Reparations, re· 
turn of ceded lands, guarantee s of, 
sovereignty and eelf·determinatlon t 
can all be achieved through - appr~ 
priate appeals to the moral con-
science of-the United States. - · 
No, there won't be a bloody revo-
lution or war of independenc e. But 
should It come to that I think real 
Hawaiians will fight on America's 
side, as tragic .as that ·may be, 
'-
~ ..... - .~ I - .:--,, - "'4~ ,- • 
IT SADDENS 1me that _ Hui 
Na'auao has failed its mission. It .was 
a grand effort that was taken · over 
by the voices of dissent and opposl· 
tion; the common people stayed 
away and lost out in the end. Apa· 
thy, my friends, ls the evil that 
threatens again and the elite will de-
cide our future if we don't act. 
So that we don't lose everything, ~ 
real Hawaiians need to get out and 
vote in the plebiscite for sovereigntf 
and for a sensible form of govern· 
ment in the new Hawaiian nation / 
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Helela was born and raised/on a 
Molokai homestead . He is a tetired 
Army colonel who served 37 -years on 
active duty and had combat/tours in 
Korea and Vietnam. He livn with h~ _ 
wife on KauaL 1 -~ / 
Sperm banking and the law 
BOSTON - · The lawmakers of 
Louisiana never planned for the par· 
entage of Judith Hart. When they 
wrote the laws of legitimacy, any 
child born to a widow a year after 
her hu sband's death would have 




from the grave : · Discourage those 
who would achieve genetic immor-
tality by leaving their reproductive 
tissue behind. An egg or a vial of 
sperm may seem like a gift to one 
surviving partner and feel like a 
mor~I obligation , even a burden, to 
